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ADHITYAS SURYA SAPUTRA. A320090145. JACK WORTHING’S PURSUIT OF 
LOVE REFLECTED IN OSCAR WILDE’S THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
EARNEST PLAY: AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH. RESEARCH 
PAPER. MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 2014 
This study is about Pursuit of Love. The problem of this study is to reveal 
how the pursuit of love in major character named Jack Worthing is pursuing his 
love reflected in The Importance of Being Earnest play created by Oscar Wilde. 
There are two objectives: the first is to analyze the play in term of structural 
elements and the second is to analyze the play based on Individual Psychological 
Approach. 
The object of the study is The Importance of Being Earnest play by Oscar 
Wilde. It used Individual Psychological Approach. This study belongs to 
qualitative research. In this research, there are two types of data, namely 
primary and secondary data source. The primary data source is the play and 
secondary data source is other material related to the study. Both data are 
collected through library research and analyzed by descriptive analysis. 
The result of the study shows the following conclusions. First, based on 
the structural analysis it is clear that in The Importance of Being Earnest play, 
Oscar Wilde formulate a unity form in which one element that supports the others 
and the whole elements reflect the theme of the play. Second, based on the 
individual psychological approach the result shows that Jack Worthing pursuing 
of love had been changed from Empty love to Romantic love. 
 
Keywords: Pursuit of Love, The Importance of Being Earnest, Individual  
      Psychological Approach 
 
 












TABLE OF CONTENT 
 
TITTLE ……………………………………………………………… i 
APROVAL ……………………………………………………………… ii 
ACCEPTANCE ……………………………………………………… iii 
TESTIMONY ……………………………………………………… iv 
MOTTO ……………………………………………………………… v 
DEDICATION ……………………………………………………… vi 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT ……………………………………………… vii 
SUMMARY ……………………………………………………………… x 
TABLE OF CONTENT ……………………………………………… xi 
CHAPTER I:  INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Study ……………………………… 1 
B. Literary Review ……………………………………… 10 
C. Limitation of the Study ……………………………… 12 
D. Problem Statement ……………………………………… 12 
E. Objective of the Study ……………………………… 12 
F. Benefit of the Study ……………………………… 13 
G. Research Method ……………………………………… 13 
H. Research Paper Organization ……………………… 15 
CHAPTER II :  UNDERLYING THEORY 
A. Notion of Individual Psychology ……………………… 17 
B. Basic Concept of Individual Psychology ……………… 18 
1. Fictional Finalism ……………………………… 19 
2. Social Interest ……………………………………… 19 
xii 
 
3. Striving for Superiority ……………………… 20 
4. Inferiority Feelings and Compensation ……… 21 
5. Style of Life ……………………………………… 22 
6. Creative Power ……………………………… 24 
C. Theoretical Application ……………………………… 25 
CHAPTER III:  STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS 
A. Structural Elements of the Play ……………………… 26 
1. Character and Characterization ……………… 26 
2. Setting ……………………………………………… 33 
3. Plot ……………………………………………… 34 
4. Point of View ……………………………………… 38 
5. Style ……………………………………………… 39 
6. Theme ……………………………………………… 44 
B. Discussion ……………………………………………… 44 
CHAPTER IV:  INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGY ANALYSIS 
A. Jack Worthing’s Personality ……………………… 47 
1. Fictional Finalism ……………………………… 47 
2. Social Interest ……………………………………… 49 
3. Striving for Superiority ……………………………… 50 
4. Inferiority Feelings and Compensation ……………… 52 
5. Style of Life ……………………………………… 53 
6. Creative Power ……………………………………… 56 
B. Jack Worthing’s Pursuit of Love ……………………… 58 




CHAPTER V :  CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion ……………………………………………… 67 
B. Suggestion ……………………………………………… 68 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ……………………………………………………… 69 
VIRTUAL REFERENCES ……………………………………………… 71 
APPENDIX ……………………………………………………………… 72 
